A   HUMORIST   ON   HIS   CALLING

" But what said the Cheapy was the origin
o' cock-fechtin' ? "

" T'nowhead 'II tell ye/' answered Tammas ;
" lie says I dinna ken/'

" I never said naething o' the kind/' re-
turned T'nowhead, indignantly; "I mind
o' ye readin't oot fine/'

" Ay, wed," said Tammas, " that's a' richt.
Ou, the origin o' cock-fightin' gangs back to
the time o' the Greek wars, a thoosand or twa
years syne, mair or less. There was ane,
Miltiades by name, 'at was the captain o' the
Greek army, an' one day he led them doon
the mountains to attack the biggest army 'at
was ever gathered thegither."

" They were Persians/' interposed T'now-
head.

" Are you tellin' the story, or am I ? " asked
Tammas, " I kent fine 'at they were Persians.
Wed, Miltiades had the matter o' twenty
thoosand men wi' 'im, and when they got to
the foot o* the mountain, behold there was
two cocks fechtin'/'

59